
[15. VI I .  1951] Kurze Mitteilungen - Brief Reports 259 

under petrol ether  and a quan t i ty  of about  1,4 g brought  
into a Pyrex-appara tus  (see figure), filled with dry, 
oxygen-free nitrogen. The tube was then sealed off at  A 
and afterwards connected by a ground glass joint  D to 
a vacuum-line.  After  evaporat ion of the petrol ether  the 
potassium was carefully distilled at a pressure of 0,02 mm 
into C, where it  was deposited as a compact  mass at  the 
entrance of the tube. The tube was f i l led--after  cooling-- 
with nitrogen and then sealed off at B. I t  was now 
placed vert ical ly  in a mixture  of dry-ice and acetone, 
and half filled with liquid ammonia  in which the potas- 
sium immedia te ly  dissolved. The tube was then removed 
from the Dewar  vessel and rotated nearly horizontally.  
The ammonia  evapora ted  and after some experience it  
was possible in this way to obtain a thin film of potas- 
sium over  the greater  par t  of the tube. Before the 
ammonia  had evapora ted  completely the tube was re- 
connected to the vacuum-line. C*O2-obta ined  from 
1 mmol  of BaC*O a with concentrated H2SO~--and a 
measured volume (2 r e t o o l ) o f  dry, gaseous N H  3 were 
then condensed in the tube in the normal  manner,  and 
the remainder  of the process was carried out  according 
to the directions of LOFTFIELD. 
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From four experiments,  carried out with inact ive 

BaCO a the yields of HCN--es t ima ted  by t i t ra t ion with 
AgNOa--were respectively 92.7, 92.7, 89.2 and 89.5 %. 
The DL-alanine prepared by a Strecker synthesis with 
He*N,  showed approximate ly  26 % of the theoret ical ly 
possible radioact ivi ty.  

We are indebted to the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, Oak 
Ridge, for the radioactive BaC*O a. 

The author is grateful to Professor F. K6GL for his suggestions 
and advice in this work. J . A .  Bos 

Labora to ry  for Organic Chemistry, Univers i ty  of 
Utrecht ,  November  27, 1950. 

Zusammen/assung 
Die Methode yon LOFTFIELD zur Darstel lung yon 

radioakt iver  Blaus/~ure gab in verschiedenen Labora- 
torien bei der Nacharbei tung schwankende Ergebnisse. 
Die Ausfiihrungsform lieB sich verbessern, indem der 
benStigte Kaliumspiegel dutch Abdampfen einer LiSsung 
von Kal ium in Iliissigem Ammoniak  erzeugt wurde. 

T h e  E f f e c t  of  S u b s t i t u e n t s  o n  t h e  U l t r a - V i o l e t  

A b s o r p t i o n  S p e c t r u m  of  Q u i n d o l i n e  

Spectroscopic studies in the quindoline series (I) 
ini t ia ted by one of us (E. G. 1) in connection with 
work on the const i tut ion of the alkaloid cryptolepine 
and of other  alkaloids, have now been extended to some 
derivat ives of (I) prepared in collaboration with S. J .  
HoLT 2. The spectra recorded were all measured in etha-  
nolic solution employing a Beckman spect rophotometer  
Modell DU.  

1 E.  GELL~RT, RAYMOND-HAMET, a n d  E.  SCHLITTLER, Helv .  
eh im.  a c t a  34, 642 (1951). - E.  SCHLITTLER a n d  H.  SCHWARZ, Helv .  
eh im.  a e t a  33, 1463 (1950), - H .  SCnWARZ, E x p e r .  6, 330 (1950). - 
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2 S. J .  HOLT a n d  V. PgTROW, J .  Chem.  Soe. 1947, 607;  1948, 919. 
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The introduction of a chromophoric group such as 
carboxyl into position 11 of quindoline leads to a batho- 
chromic shift made evident  by comparing curves d, 
figures 1 and 2. The eifect produced by a carbonamido 
(curve ¢, fig. 2) closely parallels tha t  of carboxyl.  Nitrile 
and carbomethoxy,  however, produce further  shifts of 
the max ima  towards longer wave length (curves 5 and a, 
fig. 2). 
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Fig. 1 . -  a Cryptolepine-salt; b 1l-Amiaoquindoline m~thiodide; 
c ll-Aminoquindoline; d Quindolinc; e 7-Aminoquindoline; 

[ 7-Bromoquindoline; g 7-Bromo-lO-aeetylquindolille, 

A bathochromic shift is likewise produced by intro- 
duction of an amino-group into position 7 of (I) (curve e, 
fig. 1). The max imum at  240 m#, however, is now hardly 
evident,  whilst  marked differences in the intensities of the 
absorpt ion bands are apparent .  The introduct ion of 
bromine into posit ion 7 (curve /, fig. 1) (see also the 
curves / and g, fig. 2), in contrast ,  has less effect upon 
the absorption spectrum, al though the displacements 
produced are more evident  at  the longer wave lengths. 
Acetylat ion leads to the formation of the 10-acetyl- 
der ivat ive  (curve g, fig. 1), the spectrum of which, though 
similar to (curve [, fig. 1) in general character, is now 
shifted in toto to shorter wave lengths. 

The introduction of an amino-group in position 11 
produc6s a marked change in the character  of the ab- 
sorption spectrum, which now shows two well defined 
max ima  in the 300-350 m/~ region (curve c, fig. 1). One 
of these is still present as an inflection in the correspond- 
ing methiodide (curve b, fig. 1). A somewhat  similar 
effect has been recorded by 12. J. KING, M. G I L C H R I S T ,  
and A. L. TARNOKY 1 in the 5-amino-acridine series, and 

1 E, J. KrNo, M. GILC~IRrs'r, and A. k. TA~,NOKY, Biochem. J. 
~0, 706 (19.16). 
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h a s  b e e n  a t t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e m  to  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  l a t t e r  
c o m p o u n d  in  t h e  " i m i n e "  fo rm.  A s i m i l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
m a y  wel l  o b t a i n  in  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  t h o u g h  r ig id  c h e m i c a l  
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Fig. 2. - a Quindoline-ll-carboxylie acid methylester; b Quindo- 
line-ll-nitrile; c Quindoline-il-carbonamide; d Quindoline-ll- 
carboxylicacid; eT-Aminoquindoline-ll-carboxylicacid; ]Diacetyl- 

indoxyl; g Bromo-diacetylindoxyl. 

p roo f  to  s u p p o r t  t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  

p r e s e n t .  E .  GELLI~RT a n d  V. PETROW 

I n s t i t u t e  for  O r g a n i c  C h e m i s t r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of Bas le ,  
S w i t z e r l a n d ,  a n d  T h e  B r i t i s h  D r u g  H o u s e s  L t d . ,  L o n -  
don ,  M a r c h  31, 1951. 

Z u s a m m e n [ a s s u n g  

Es  w u r d e  de r  E in f luB  e i n z e l n e r  S u b s t i t u e n t e n  au f  das  
U V - A b s o r p t i o n s s p e k t r u m  des  C h i n d o l i n s y s t e m s  d i sku -  
t ie r t .  

S t e r o i d e  X I X .  

S y n t h e s e  v o n  l l - K e t o - a l l o p r e g n a n - D e r i v a t e n  1 

E i n e  b e d e u t e n d e  A n z a h l  d e r  aus  de r  N e b e n n i e r e n r i n d e  
i so l i e r t en ,  in  S t e l l u n g  11 e ine  S a u e r s t o f f - F u n k t i o n  t r a -  
g e n d e n  S t e r o i d e  g e h 6 r t  zu d e n  5 - A l l o v e r b i n d u n g e n  2. 
Ob  diese Al los t e ro ide  n u r  i n a k t i v e  A b b a u -  bzw.  U m -  
w a n d l u n g s p r o d u k t e  de r  als h o r m o n a l  a k t i v  g e f u n d e n e n  
V e r b i n d u n g e n  s ind  ode r  i h n e n  a u c h  e ine  gewisse n o c h  
u n b e k a n n t e  b io log i sche  Rol le  z u k o m m t ,  k a n n  h e u t e  m i t  
S i c h e r h e i t  n i c h t  e n t s c h i e d e n  w e r d e n ,  d a  b i sher ,  w e g e n  
i h r e r  s c h w e r e n  Zug / ing l i chke i t ,  m i t  i h n e n  n u r  seh r  unvo l l -  
s t / ind ige  b io log i sche  V e r s u c h e  a u s g e f i i h r t  w e r d e n  k o n n -  
t en .  E s  sch ien  u n s  d a h e r  e ine  v e r l o e k e n d e  A u f g a b e ,  e in ige  
d iese r  o d e r  s t ruk tu re I1  n a h e  v e r w a n d t e r  V e r b i n d u n g e n  
p a r t i a l s y n t h e t i s c h  h e r z u s t e l l e n  u n d  sie de r  w e i t e r e n  
b io log i s chen  u n d  k l i n i s c h e n  P r i i f u n g  zug~inglich zu 

1 Steroide XVIII. C. DJERASSL J. RoMo und G. ROSI~NKRANZ, 
J. Org. Chem. 16, 754 (1951). 

s Siehe zum Beispieh FIESER and FIESER, Natural Products Re- 
lated to Phenanthrene (New York, 1950), S. 424 If. 

m a c h e n ,  u m  so m e h r  als  w i t  u n s  s c h o n  s e i t  e in iger  Zeit  
m i t  de r  H e r s t e l l u n g  d e r  m i t  d e n  C o r t i e o s t e r o i d e n  ver-  
w a n d t e n  Al los t e ro ide ,  i n s b e s o n d e r e  y o n  A1-Allopreg - 
n a n - D e r i v a t e n ,  b e s c h X f f i g t e n l :  ~Vir m 6 c h t e n  b i e r  kurz  
f iber  die S y n t h e s e  des  ( d  : -A l toco r t i sons  >~ [A 1-Allo- 
p r e g n e n - 1 7 a , 2 1 - d i o l - 3 , 1 1 , 2 0 - t r i o n ( I I ) ]  u n d  v o n  REICH- 
STEINS <(Substanz D~> [A l lop regnan -3 f l , 17e ,21 - t r i o l - l l ,  
20-dion ( I I I ) ]  b e r i c h t e n .  

CO.CHeOR CO.CHzOR 

k / j i [ \ / \ : / x . /  / / ' , . , ! / \ / - -  

c / / \ / ' . \ /  o/'~/; 'x/ 
H H 

I R = X = H  II R = H  
Ia  R = C O C t t s ; X = H  I Ia  R=COCH~ 
Ib R=COCH3; X = B r  

CO.CH2OR 

/ \ \ / ~ / -  
I 1 1 

I I I  R ~ R  1 = H  
I l i a  R=COCHa; R I = H  
I I I b  R = R 1 - C O C H  3 

Das  A u s g a n g s m a t e r i a l  fi ir  die H e r s t e l l u n g  de r  oben 
g e n a n n t e n  P r o d u k t e  w a r  das  A z e t a t  y o n  Dihydro-a l lo -  
co r t i son  [Al lopregnan-17cq21-d io l -3 ,11 ,20- t r ion  21-aze- 
t a t  (I a)] f iber  dessen  S y n t h e s e  wi r  in  e i n e m  a n d e r e n  Zu- 
s a m m e n h a n g  b e  r i c h t e n  w e r d e n .  

Zu r  D a r s t e l l u n g  y o n  A : - A l l o c o r t i s o n a z e t a t ,  (II a), war-  
de  t a  ( S c h m e i z p u n k t  228 -230° ;  [~]o = + 7 8 , 1  ° [in Aze- 
ton])  2 in  E isess ig  m i t  e i n e m  Mol  B r o m  u n t e r  Zugabe  
k a t a t y t i s c h e r  2vfengen B r o m w a s s e r s t o f f s / i u r e  b romie r t .  
D a s  so g e w o n n e n  e 2 - B r o m - A l l o p r e g n a n -  17~, 21-diol-3,11, 
2 0 - t r i o n - 2 1 - a z e t a t  ( Ib )  ( S c h m e l z p u n k t  196,5-200 ° 
[Ze r se t zung ] ;  [~]D = + 9 8 ,  l °  [in Aze ton] )  w u r d e  durch  
e ins t f ind iges  K o c h e n  m i t  de r  f t i n f f achen  Menge  Kol l id ins  
d e h y d r o b r o m i e r t .  So e r h i e l t e n  wi r  in  m~Biger  A u s b e u t e  
das  e r w a r t e t e  P r o d u k t ( I I  a ) v o m  S c h m e l z p u n k t  231-234 °, 
we lches  e ine spez i f i sche  D r e h u n g  y o n  [~]D = + 1 2 8 , 6  ° 
(in Aze ton )  aufwies .  O b w o h l  die S u b s t a n z  m i t  Cor t i son-  
a z e t a t  g e m i s c h t  ke ine  S c h m e I z p u n k t s e r n i e d r i g u n g  gab, 
d e u t e t e n  sowohl  da s  U l t r a v i o l e t t s p e k t r u m  (;~raax= 228 m/~; 
logs = 4,24) als auch das Infrarotspektrum ~, mit den 
charakteristischen Absorptionen bei 1749-: cm and 
1 7 1 7 - :  c m  fiir  die 2 1 - A z e t o x y - 2 0 - K e t o - G r u p p e ,  bei 
1704 -1 c m  f a r  die 1 1 - K e t o - G r u p p e  u n d  be i  1 6 7 2 - :  cm 
ffir die A 1 - 3 - K e t o - G r u p p i e r u n g ,  a u f  das  Vor l i egen  einer 
de r  o b i g e n  F o r m u l i e r u n g  e n t s p r e c h e n d e n  V e r b i n d u n g  
h i n  ~. 

1 G. ROSENKRANZ, J. PATAKI, ST. KAUFMANN, J. BERLIN und 
C. DJERASSI, Amer. Soc. 72, 4081 (1950). 

2 Alle Schmelzpunkte sind auf dem Kofler-Block bestimmt 
worden. 

3 Wir danken Herrn Dr. K. DOBRINER vom Sloan-Kettering 
Institute for Cancer Research ffir die Aufnahme und Interpretierung 
des I.R.-Spektrums bestens. 

4 Nach AbschluB unserer Arbeit haben MATTOX nnd K~mDm.L 
[J. Biol. Chem. 188,287 (1951)] die Herstellung desz]l- Pregnan-17~, 
21-diol-3,11,20-trion-21-acetates bekanntgegeben. Ihr Produkt be- 
sitzt den Schmelzpunkt yon 245 bis 246 °und  eine spezifische Dre- 
hung yon [~]D = + 138 ° (in Azeton). Das Ultraviolett-Absorptions- 
spektrum weist ein Maximum" bei 225 mff (log s = 3,96) auf. 


